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, renders it brifk, and corrects its windihefs, and 

juice of corinths whereof a few drops tinge and add a plea- 
fant quicknefs. Mortimer's Hufbandryi 

Quicksand. n. f [quick and Jancl .] Moving fand ; unfolid 
ground. 

What is Edward, but a ruthlefs fea ? 

W * iat Clarence, but a quickfand of deceit ? Shake fp. 

Under girding the fhip, and fearing left they fhould fall into 
tlie quickjands , they ftrake fail, and fo were driven. Acts xxvii. 

Eut when the vefiel is on quickjands caft. 

The flowing tide does more the finking hafte. Dryden . 

Trajan, by the adoption of Nerva, Items the tide to her 
relief, and like another Neptune fhoves her off the quick- 

I an ^ s - Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

1 have marked out feveral of the (heals and quickjands of 
lite, in order to keep the unwary from running upon them. 

’-r* > Addil on. 

1 °, ( <- UI CKSET * *. [quick and fit.] To plant with living 
plants. 

^ In making or mending, as needeth thy ditch. 

Get fet to quickfet it, learn cunningly which. Duffer. 

-A m an may ditch and quickfet three poles a day, where 
the ditch is three foot wide and two foot deep. Mortimer. 

Qui ckset. n. f. [quick and fet. ] Living plant fet to 
grow. 


Plant qui ck fits and tranfplant fruit trees towards the de- 

cre J*f c " . Evelyn s Calendar. 

Nine in ten of the quickfet hedges are ruined for want of 

r\ 1 ' / . Swift's Mifiellanies. 

light" 81 GHTED# adjm [ qUtck and Having a fharp 

No body will deem the quickeflfighted amongft them to have 
very enlarged views in ethicks. ^ oc/ie 

No article of religion hath credility enough for them ; and 
yet thefe fame cautious and quickftgbted gentlemen can fwalloiv 
down this fottilh opinion about percipient atoms, Bentley 

li‘ht KSIGHT£DNESS ' [<I ° m i uuk fi £ hted -1 Sharpnefs of 

CD 

The ignorance that is in us no more hinders the know- 
ledge that is 111 others, than the bhndnefs of a mole is an ar- 
gument agamft the quickfightednefs of an eagle. Locke. 

Uj.' 1 CKSiLVEit. n.f [quick and fiver i argentum vivum, Lat.] 

kpackflver, called mercury by the chymifts, is a naturally 
fluid mineial, and the heavieft of all known bodies next to 
gold, and is the more heavy and fluid, as it is more pure • its 
nature is (o homogene and Ample, that it is a queftion whether 
gold itfelf be more fo : it penetrates the parts of all the other 
metals, renders them brittle, and in part diffolves them : it 
is wholly volatile in the fire, and may be driven up in vapour 
by a degree of heat very little greater than that of boilino- 
water : it is the leaft tenacious of all bodies, and every fmaller 
drop may be again divided by the lighted touch into a multi- 
tude of others, and is the moft diviiible of all bodies : mer- 
cury very readily mixes with gold, filvcr, lead and tin, by 
chymical operations, but not without difficulty with copper 
and iron ; and it mixes eafily with zink and bifmuth amon* 
the femimetals : the fpeciftck gravity of pure mercury is to 
water as 1 14020 to iooo, and as it is the heavieft of all fluids, 
it is alfo the coldeft, and when heated the hotted: : of the va- 
nous ores, in which mercury is found, cinnabar is the richeft 
, valuable, which is extremely heavy, and of a bright 
and beautiful red colour : native cinnabar is principally found 
in the mines of Friuli, belonging to the Venetians, in Italy, 
and (ome others in Spain, Hungary, and the Eaft Indies : * 
quitkjilver is ado found fometimes in its pure and fluid ftate 
lodged in cavities of hard ftones in the cinnabar mines, and 
the purer ores are chiefly compofed of cinnabar in fmall quan- 
tities, mixed with various other fubftances : the ancients all 
eiitomodquickflver a poifon, nor was it brought into internal 
u(e till about two hundred and twenty years ago, which was 
firft occaiioned by the fhepherds, who ventured to give it their 
bleep to kill worms, and as they received no hurt by it it 
was foon concluded, that men might take it fafely : in time 
the diggers in the mines, when they found it crude, fwal- 
lowed it in vaft quantities, in order to fell it privately, when 
they had voided it by ftool : but too free a ufe of fo powerful 
a medicine cannot be always without danger : the miners 
ieJdoir 1 follow their occupation above three or four years, and 
then die in a moft miferable condition ; and the artificers 
who have much dealing in it, are generally feized with pa- 
ralytick diforders : however, under proper regulation, it is 
a moft excellent medicine. Bill's Materia Medica. 

Mercury is very improperly called a metal, for though it 
has weight and fimilarity of parts, it is neither diffolvable by 

, re ; n ] a ilf, b e no , r . tlxed • it feems to conftitute a particular 
c a is of fofiils, and is rather the mother or bafis of all metals 
than a metal itfelf : mercury is of confiderable ufe in gilding 
making lookmg-glafles, in refining gold, and various other 
mechanical operations beiides medicine. Chambers 

Cinnabar maketh a beautiful purple like unto a red role ’ 
the beft was wont to be made in Libia of brimftone and quick- 
J ,:vlr burnt ’ Peacham on Drawing. 


Qui'cksiLvered. adj. [from quick/, her . ] Overlaid ,,, 

quickiilver. "‘tft 

Metal is more difficult to polifti than giafs, and is f 
wards very apt to be fpoiled by tarnifliing, and ’refledff n ^ 
much light as glafs quickfilvcred over does : I would pron j 
to ufe inlfcad of the metal a glafs ground concave on th> f 
fide, and as much convex on the backiide, and quick 
over on the convex fide. at .„, ,,*> L€,e “ 

£>vr DAM. [Latin.] Somebody. ‘ ‘ 

For envy of fo many worthy quidams, which ca'ch at th 
garland, which to you alone is due, you will be perfuaded 
pluck outof the hateful darknefs thofe fo many excellent' p l ° 
of yours, which lie hid, and bring them forth to eternal 

< Stenf- 

QuFddany. n.f. [ cydonium , cy downturn, Lat. quidden, Ger-uo 

a quince. J r Marmalade 5 confediion of quinces made *wlrh 
fugar. un 

Qu/ddit. n. f. [corrupted from quidlibet , I, at. or f ro 
que dit, Fr.] A fubtihy ; an equivocation. A low word * 
Why may not that be the fkull of a lawyer ? where be h‘ 
quiddits now ? his quillets ? his cafes ? and his tricks ? c l ? 
Qd Fddit y. n. f. [ quidditas , low Latin.] ' ' ' mk ' 

1. Elience ; tKat which is a proper anfwer to the queftion a »\A 

ejl ? a fcholaftick term. * i * a 

Fie could reduce all things to aels. 

And knew their natures and abftracls, 

V' here entity and quiddity , 

The ghofts of defund bodies fly. Hudibras t ’ 

2. A trifling nicety; a cavil ; a captious queftion. * ' ’ ' '' 
Mifnomer in our laws, and other quiddities, I leave to th, 

profeflors of law Camden's Remains 

Quiescence, n.f [from quiefco, Lat.] Reft; repofe 

Whether the earth move or reft,. I undertake not to deter 
mine : my work is to prove, that the common inducement to 
the belief of its quiejcence , the teftimony of fenle, is weak 
and irivolous. Glanvilh Seep; 

Quie scent, ad,, [qutefeens, Latin.] Reding; not bei„„i n 
motion ; not movent j lying at repofe. 53 

1 hough the earth move, its motion muft needs be as in- 
ferffible as ft it were quiefient. Glanvill's Scepf 

. ^ n S' lL from whence the motion of the bodv be- 
ginneth, is the adtive or moving ftde 3 but the ftnifter is the 
weaker or more quiefient fide. Brown’s Vulgar Errours • 

Sight takes in at a greater diftance and more variety ai 
once, comprehending alfo quiefient objea s , which ktanno- 

d °S n °t; . r Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

It it be in feme part movent, and in fome part quiefemt, 
it mutt needs be a curve line, and fo no radius. Crew 

Predion or motion cannot be propagated in a fluid in right 
fines beyond an obftacle which flops part of the motion, but 
will bend and fpread every way into the quiefient medium, 

nmir y? “’ 5 obftacle - r Eton’s Optich. 

VHl E I • adj. [quiet, Fr. quietus , Latin.] 

1. Still ; free from difturbance. 

Breaking off the end for want of breath, 

And flyding foft, as down to deep her laid, 

She ended all her woe in quiet death. Fa. Queen. 

This life is beft, 

If quiet life is beft ; fweeter to you, 

That J’ ave a harper known. Sbakefp. Cymbelhe. 

2. reaceable ; not turbulent ; not offenftve mild. 

Let it be in the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit. i Pet. 

3. Still ; not in motion. 

1 hey laid wait for him, and were quiet all the ni^ht. 

c . 1 ^ , Judges xvi. 2. 

4. Smooth ; not ruffled. 

Happy is your grace. 

That can tranflate the ftubbornefs of fortune 

Into fo quiet and fo fweet a ftyle. Shake fp. 

j 1 ET r' n ’ J' ies >I- at.] Reft ; repofe; tranquillity ; free- 

difturbance ; peace ; fecurity. 

.They came into Laifti unto a people that were at quiet 

and fecure. ; ••• 

‘ Judges xvn 1. 27. 

1 here fix d their arms, and there renew’d their name. 

And there in quiet rules. Dryden s JEneis. 

indulgent quiet , pow’r ferene. 

Mother of joy and love. Hughes. 

1 o ifui £ t. v. a. [from the noun.] 

I * ^ ° calm i to nil ; to pacify ; to put to reft. 

. F r he J °weft degree of faith, that can quiet the foul of man, 

] SL a “i'T convi ^ion that God is placable. Forbes. 

2. To ftill. 

Putting together the ideas of moving or quieting corporeal 

motion, joined to fubftance, we have the idea of an imma- 
terial fpirit. Loche% 

Quieter, n.f. [from quiet.] The perfen or thing that quiets. 
QuFetism. n. f [from quiet.] 

What is called by the poets apathy or difjjaffion, by the 
ceptic 3 indiflurbance, by the Molinifts quietfim , by common 

men peace of conference, feems all to mean but creat tran- 
quility of mind. 0 Tem f et 



QuFetly. 
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Ql'Fetly. adv. [from quiet.] 

1. Calmly : without violent emotion. 

Let no man for his own poverty become more oppreffing 
in his bargain, but quietly, modeftly and patiently recommend 
his eftate to God, and leave the fuccefs to him. Taylor . 

2. Peaceably ; without offence. 

Although the rebels had behaved themfelves quietly and 
modeftly by the way as they went ; yet they doubted that 
would but make them more hungry to fall upon the fpoil in 
the end . Bacon’s Henry V II . 

3 At reft ; without agitation. 

QWe tkess= n.f [from quiet.] 

1. Coolnefs of temper. 

This cruel quietnefs neither returning to miflike nor pro- 
ceeding to favour ; gracious, but gracious ftill after one 
manner. Sidney , b. ii* 

That which we move for our better inftrudlion fake, 
turneth into anger and choler in them ; they grow altogether 
out of quietnefs with it ; they anfwer fumingly. Hooker . 

2. Peace ; tranquillity. 

Stop effulion of ourchriftian blood, 

And ’ftablifh quietnefs on ev’ry fide. Sbakefp. Henry VI. 
What miferies have both nations avoided, and what quiet- 
nefs and fecurity attained by their peaceable union?. Hayward. 

3. Stilnefs; calmnefs. 

Qu Fetsome. adj. [from quiet.] Calm; ftill; undifturb.ed. 
Not in ufe. 

Let the night be calm and quietfome , 

Without tempeftuous ftorms or fad affray. Spen r er. 

QuFetude. n.J. [quietude, Fr. from quiet.] Reft; repofe; 
tranquillity. Not in common ufe. 

From the equal diftribution of the phlegmatick humour, 
the proper allay of fervent blood, will flow a future quietude 
and ferenitude in the affections. Wotton on Education . 

Quill. n.J. 

1. The hard and ftrong feather of the wing, of which pens are 
made. 

Birds have three other hard fubftances proper to them : 
the bill, which is of a like matter with the teeth, the (hell 
of the egg, and their quills. Bacon’s Nat. Hfiory. 

2. The inftrument of writing. 

I will only touch the duke’s own deportment in that ifland, 
the proper fubjedt of my quill. Wotton’ s Buckingham. 

Thofe lives they fail’d to refeue by their (kill, 

Their mufe would make immortal with her quill. Garth. 

From him whofe quills ftand quiver’d at his ear, 

To him that notches fticks at Weftminfter. Pope. 

3. Prick or dart of a porcupine. 

Near thefe was the black prince of Monomotapa, by whofe 
fide was feen the quill darting porcupine. Arbuth. and Pope. 

4. Reed on which weavers wind their threads. 

The prefumptuous damfel rafhly dar’d 
The goddefs’ felf to challenge to the field. 

And to compare with her in curious (kill, 

Of works with loom, with needle, and with quill. Spenfir. 

5. The inftrument with which muficians ftrike their firings. 

His flying fingers and harmonious quill 
Strike lev’ll diftinguilh’d notes, and fev’n at once they fill. 

N , r r ..... _ n n . Dryden’ s Mneis. 

Qui llf.t, n.f [quidlibet, Lat.] Subtilty ; nicety; fraudu- 
lent diftindtion. 

Why may not that be the fkull of a lawver ? where be his 
quiddits now ? his quillets ? his cafes ? and his tricks ? Shak. 

A great foul weighs in the fcale of reafon, what it is to 
judge of, rather than dwell with too fcrupulous a diligence 
upon little quillets and niceties. Divbv 

Ply her with love letters and billets, * 

And bait them weft for quirks and quillets. Hudibras. 

Quilt, n, J. [couette, Fr. kulcht, Dutch ; culcita, culcitra, Lat ] 

A cover made by Hitching one cloth over another with fome 
fort lubltance between them. 

Quills of roles and fpices are nothing fo helpful, as to take 
a cake of new bread, and bedew it with a little fack. Bacon. 

In both tables, the beds were covered with magnificent 
quilts amongft the richer fort. Arbuthnotm Coins. 

bhe on the quilt finks with becoming woe 
Wrapt in a gown, for ficknefs and forlhow.’ P„p e 

1 o QyiLT. ti. a [from the noun.] To flitch one cloth upon 
another with fomething foft between them. ^ 

The fharp fteel arriving forcibly 
On his horfe neck before the quilted fell 
Then from the head the body fundred quite. Fair, Queen 

■ ag qU: ‘ ! ‘ W ' th bran ‘ S V£r >' S ood > but it drietli too 

Entellus for the ftrife prep^ 

Htrip d of his quilted coat, his body bares 

Compos’d of mighty bone. ’ Dryden' s AZneis. 

A chair was ready, 

So quilted, that he lay at eafe reclin’d. Drvdrr? 

May,, c I quilt my rope ? it galls my neck. ArbflbZ' 
Qui NARY. adj. [qu, nanus, Lat.] Confiding 0 f five 

X his qmrnry number of elements ought to have been re- 

lau.e to t e generality of animals and vegetables. Boy/, 
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Quince, n.f. [coin, Fr. quldeteh, German.-] 

I The tree. 

The quince tree is of a low 1 ftature ; the branches are 
diffufed and crooked ; the flower and fruit is like that of the 
pear treee ; but, however cultivated, the fruit is four arid 
aftringent, and is covered with a kind of down : of this the 
fpecies are fix: Miller . 

2. The fruit. 

They call for dates and quinces in the paftry. Sbakefp. 
A quince, in token of fruitfulnefs, by the laws of Solon, 
was given to the brides of Athens upon the day of their 
marriage. Peacham on Drawings 

To Quinch. v. h. [this word feems to be the fame with queech, 
winch and queck.] To ftir ; to flounce as in refentment or pain. 

Beftow all my foldiers in fuch fort as I have, that no part 
of all that realm fhall be able to dare to quinebi Spenjer. 
Quinc Uncial, adj. [from quincunx.'] Having the form of a 
quincunx. 

Of a pentagonal or qiiincuncial difpofition, Sir Thomas 
Brown produces feveral examples in his difeourfe about the 
quincunx. Ray on the Creation. 

gUTNCUNX. n.f [Latin.] 

gfitincunx order is a plantation of trees, difpofed originally 
in a fquare, confiding of five trees, one at each corner, and 
a fifth in the middle, which difpofition, repeated again and 
again, forms a regular grove, wood or wilderness ; arid, when 
viewed by an angle of the fquare or paralellogram, prefents 
equal or parallel alleys. 

Brown produces feveral examples in his difeourfe about the 
quincunx. , Ray on the Creation. 

He whofe light’ning pierc’d th’Iberian lines, 

Now forms my quincunx, and now ranks my vines. Popei 
EJUINEJU AGE SIMA. [Latin.] Quin qu aged m a funday, fo 
called becaufe it is the fiftieth day before Eafter, reckoned 
by whole numbers ; fhrove funday. Didh. 

Qutnqua'ngular. adj. [quinque and angulus, Lat.] Having 
five corners* 

Each talus, environed with a cruft, conforming itfelf to 
the fides of the talus, is of a figure quinquangular. Woodw. 

Exactly round, cidinatcly quinquangular, or having the fides 
parallel. , . More’s Antidote againfl Aibeifn. 

Qiji n qu a .7 t 1 cular. adj. [ quinque arid articulus , Lat.] Con- 
fiding of five articles. 

1 hey have given an end to the quinqu articular cont; overfy, 
for none have iince undertaken to fay more. C under Son. 

Qo/nquefid. adj. [quinque zmlf.ado, Lat.] Cloven in five." 

Quinqlefo liated. adj. [quinque and^ folium, Lat.] Having 
five leaves. ° 

Quinquennial, adj. [quinquennis, Lat.] LafW five wears ; 
happening once in five years. 

Q;T .sy. n.f [corrupted from fquinancy.] A tumid infkm- 
jnation in tne throat, which fometimes produces fufFocation. 

I he throttling qumjey ’tis my ftar appoints, 

And rheumatifms 1 fend to rack the joints. Dryden. 

Great heat and coid, fucceeding one another, occafion 
pleurilies and qumfies Arbuthnol on Air. 

Quint, n.f. [quint, Fr.] A fet of five. 

For ftate has made a quint 

Of generals he’s lifted in’t j. 

My better parts 

Are all thrown down ; and that, which here Hands un 
is but a quintain, a mere jifelefs block c/ l r 

OyiNTEG^NCF. n.f. [quinta ef^D at.] ^ 

I. A fifth being. J 

From their grofs matter Xhe abftraa s the forms 
And draws a kind of qumtejfince from things. ’ Davits 
The ethereal qumtcjjcnce of heav’n 
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 

That rowl d orbicular, and turn’d to liars. Milton 

They made fire, air, earth, and water to he the t , , , 

dXltf h is 

2 Vi n ii e ;Tn^° m anythin S> an 
Jr ^ T not 

Who can in memory, or wit, or will, ^ 

° r . fi , re5 or ^rth, or water find ? 

T} hat can draw, with all his (kill 

The quintejfince of thefe out of the mind n , • 

For I am a very dead thine, ’ Davies. 

In whom love wrought new alchymy. 

For by his art he did exprefs 
A qumtejfince even from nothin-rnefs 

Mom dull privations and lean emptinefs r> 

raracelfus, bv the heln nf ■ i I , . Donne. 

parate the quintejfince of wj ne . ‘ C ° W ’ teaches t0 fe ' 

Let there be light f fqiH r , Boyle. 

Ethereal, firft G f thin-r.? • f and l0rtn with light 

Sprung from thf dee^ ’ ^ 

P Milton s Par achfi Lojl, b. vii. 
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